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I owe the following interesting memorandum, from the Edward
M. House collection, to Mr. Seymour, President of Yale Univer-
sity and the editor of Colonel House's papers.]
NOTES OF A CO^TVERSATION BETWEEN COLONEL HOUSE AND EMIR
FEISAL, HELD AT HOTEL DE CRILLON, ON MARCH 29TH, 6 P.M.,
COLONEL LAWRENCE BEING INTERPRETER.
Emir Feisal stated that he had come to take leave of Colonel
House, as he was going back to Syria in a few days.
Colonel House asked what Emir Feisal thought of the plan of
sending a Commission to Syria.1
Emir Feisal replied that it was the best thing he had ever
heard of in his life. He said he had been sent up by his people to
see the various European nations and select the one that they liked
best for a mandatory. He liked the English very well. Since then
he had come to know the Americans. He wished to know
whether the United States would undertake the idea of accepting
a mandate of Syria, as he found there was friction between Great
Britain and France on the subject.
Colonel House said he was very doubtful whether the United
States would accept the mandate.
Emir Feisal said he could assure Colonel House that the Arabs
would rather die than accept the French mandate.
Colonel Lawrence stated that, if the British accepted the
mandate, they would be accused by the French of being
hypocrites.
Emir Feisal asked Colonel House what the attitude of the
United States would be towards Armenia.
Colonel House replied that this again was a question he could
not answer.
Colonel Lawrence explained that the Arabs in Syria wanted
an English mandate and the Arabs in the United States an
American mandate. He hoped that the Chairman of the Com-
mission being an American could be induced to report in favour
of an American mandate for Syria, after satisfying himself as to the
wishes of the inhabitants. He added that he found great opposition
in Paris in certain quarters to sending out a new Commission.
1 The French refused to nominate a delegate to the international commission of inquiry
which eventually dwindled to two American delegates, King and Crane, who visited Syria
during the summer and reported that a French mandate would be wholly unacceptable
and recommended the U.S.A. as the mandatory power. The King-Crane report had no
influence.